REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

September 12, 2023
Meeting Commenced Immediately Following Public Hearings for the 1- & 6-Year Plan, and Budget Hearings.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on September 12, 2023 at 6:20 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Hart presided and Village Clerk Janine Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Paul Adams, Tony Schuler, and Steve Engleman.  Denise Sinner was absent.  Also in attendance was Village Attorney Jacob Swanson, Simmons Olsen Law Firm
1. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the agenda.     
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.
2. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman that the minutes from 8/8/2023 Regular Meeting, 8/9/2023 and 8/22/2023 Special Meetings be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

3. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Hart to approve the August 31, 2023 Treasurer’s Report be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
4. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Engleman to Adopt Resolution 23-09 Increasing Restricted Funds.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

5. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Adams to Adopt the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

6. Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Resolution 23-10 Setting the Property Tax Request.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

7. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart directing the transfer of funds as part of the budget process.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

8. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to waive 3 readings of Ordinance D-369 Providing for the Appropriation of Monies and Reappropriating Unexpected Balances.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.


Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Adams to Adopt Ordinance D-369.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

ORDINANCE D-369

AN ORDIANCE PROVIDING FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES FOR THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 AND REAPPROPRIATING UNEXPECTED BALANCES.

Published in pamphlet form.

9. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Resolution 23-11 for the 1- & 6-Year Plan.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

10. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart approve the Fire Hall/Public Works Roofing Bid from Twin City Roofing for $99,255.00.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

11. Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Adams to waive 3 readings of Ordinance D-370 to Vacating lands platted back to original plats.  
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.


Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Hart to Adopt Ordinance D-370.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

ORDINANCE D-370

AN ORDINANCE VACATING LANDS PLATTED AS BLOCK 1R, PARKER SUBDIVISION, AND BLOCK 1R HOLCOMB SECOND SUBDIVISION, A REPLAT OF BLOCK ONE, PARKER SUBDIVISION, AND BLOCK ONE, HOLCOMB SECOND SUBDIVISION, LOCATED IN THE NW ¼ OF THE SW ¼ AND THE SW ¼ OF THE SW ¼ OF SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 23 NORTH, RANGE 57, WEST OF THE 6TH P.M., SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY, NEBRASKA AS RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2022-5827 OF THE SCOTTS BLUFF COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS.

Published in pamphlet form.

12. Fall Clean-Up Week is set for October 30 to November 4th.
13. Next on the agenda was discussion on the Future of the Morrill Police Department.  Discussion was held due to the resignation of Sergeant Gott from the department and needing help for Chief Mueller to get coverage for the Village of Morrill.  A townhall meeting is going to be held on Tuesday, September 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to get the input from the public on whether or not to keep the Morrill Police Department or to move toward contracting with the Scotts Bluff County Sheriff Office for coverage and disbanding the police department.
14. Next on the agenda is a contract with Scotts Bluff County for emergency coverage until a decision is made regarding the future of the Morill P.D.  Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the contract with Scotts Bluff County for Law Enforcement Coverage to help Chief Mueller due to a staff shortage.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

15. Next discussion was had regarding the occupational tax in regards to food trucks.  The Board will revisit a revised Ordinance at the October meeting.

16. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to Waive 3 readings of Ordinance D-371 changing the electrical rates for the Village.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Adams to Adopt Ordinance D-371.

YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

ORDINANCE D-371

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, REVISING THE ELECTRIC RATES; SETTING FORTH NEW RATES AS PROVICED FOR IN SECTION 54.08 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, REPEALING ALL PRIOR ORDINANCES; AND ESTABLISHING A DATE OF EFFECTIVENESS.

Published in pamphlet form.

17. An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel wanted to thank everyone from the Village of Morrill including board, employees, fire department and police department for their hard work to help make a great Rendezvous Day celebration.  The yard of the week has wrapped up for this year and it went pretty well.  Some yards are not in the greatest of shape so it was becoming more difficult to choose toward the end of summer.  The Christmas Stroll will be held on December 4th from 6-8 p.m. and there will be Hayrides at the Fire Hall this year.
18. The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
19. The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Schuler to approve all claims as presented.  
24/7 Plumbing Sup 1129.60, Srvcs/Lbr 185.00
Mobius Communications Company Srvcs/Lbr 35.00
A&A Porta Potties Srvcs/Lbr 300.00, Srvcs/Lbr 300.00
Morrill American Legion Rent 100.00
Action Communications, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 19.71
Morrill Hardware Sup 327.53
Amazon Capital Services Sup 46.68, Sup 43.98, Sup
Morrill Supply Sup 714.23
86.91, Sup 162.37, Sup 19.96, Sup 419.42, Sup 33.98,
Municipal Supply, Inc. of Nebraska Sup 5060.88
Ameritas Life Insurance Company Ins 163.70, Ins 163.70
Mutual Of Omaha Ins 120.48
Attentive Ins 920.00
Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. Sup 109.80, Sup 176.40
Black Hills Energy Util 684.12
One Call Concepts, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 12.38
Black Hills Energy Util 38.60
PT Hose & Bearing Sup 45.72
Black Hills Energy Util 340.39
PowerManager Sup 673.05
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Ins 10626.62
Quadient Leasing USA Inc. Pstg 247.32
Bok Financial Bond 79341.25
R & R Products, Inc. Sup 523.35
Border States Industries Sup 679.14, Sup 603.00, Sup
RCI Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
69.17
Sandberg Implement Inc. Sup 39.60, Sup 5568.78
Center Point Large Print Sup 304.43
Scotts Bluff County Srvcs/Lbr 120.42
Century Business Products Srvcs/Lbr 130.03, Srvcs/Lbr
Staples Credit Plan Sup 393.95
51.71, Srvcs/Lbr 94.26
Torrington Disposal Service Srvcs/Lbr 9682.50, Srvcs/Lbr
Centurylink Communications Inc Util 64.62, Util 64.62
70.00, Srvcs/Lbr 1157.52
Charter Communications - Library Acct Util 79.98, Util
U-Save Mart Fuel 1206.05
79.98
Van Diest Supply Company Sup 4991.25
Charter Communications - Village Office Util 229.95
Verizon Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 136.47, Srvcs/Lbr 136.47
Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. Util 129.98
Viaero Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 196.12
Charter Communications - Golf Course Util 152.52, Util
Visa Sup 823.44, Sup 1369.57
152.44
Vistabeam Util 77.95
Charter Communications - Police Util 79.98
WESTCO Fuel 1637.90, Fuel 487.23, Fuel 1887.40, Fuel
Charter Communications - Pool Account Util 49.99
1250.71
Colonial Life Ins 465.40
WPCI Srvcs/Lbr 111.00
Culligan Water Conditioning Srvcs/Lbr 373.84
Wesco Receivables Corp. Sup 61990.00
DEMCO Sup 126.70
Western Nebraska Joint Water Board Wtr 10060.00
DL Foods Sup 50.85
Whiting Signs Sup 202.50
Dearborn Life Insurance Company Ins 79.12 

      Village of Morrill Refund $325.00, 200.00;
Department of Health & Human Services Reimb 1260.00       Payroll $30,345.95, 25,178.88, 29,130.61
Diamond Vogel Paint Center Sup 283.95                                941 Taxes $7754.41, 6,561.34, 9,502.13
Docu Shred Srvcs/Lbr 60.00 



       Credit Card Fees $49.50, 9.95, 25.90
Dutton-Lainson Company Sup 109.92, Sup 701.17, Sup         State Farm Life Insurance $323.40
214.38 






       Edward Jones Retirement $3437.00
Eakes Office Solutions Sup 140.96 

                    Nebraska Department of Revenue Taxes $ 2117.71, 25.00, 17,424.87




       Village of Morrill $150,000.00 Transfer
Enviro Service, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 25.00 


       Village of Morrill $750,000.00 Transfer
Flagship Publishing Adv 1188.00                                             USave Mart $188.21 Fuel
Ford Motor Credit Company LLC Equip 17381.51                   Office Ally $35.00 Insurance Claims
Fox Insurance Services Ins 40.00
Frank Parts Company Sup 23.54
Galls Incorporated Uniform 113.90, Uniform 153.00,
Uniform 196.35, Uniform 57.80
Globe Life Liberty National Division Ins 221.08
Ideal Linen Supply Sup 44.03, Sup 33.60, Sup 80.81, Sup
68.56
Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions Sup 140.90
Intralinks, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 25.70, Srvcs/Lbr 218.75
J Harlen Co., Inc. Uniform 118.00
Janine Schmidt Milg 468.53
John Deere Credit Sup 178.43, Sup 158.41, Sup 784.78,
Sup 249.99, Uniform 359.89
Johnson Service Company Srvcs/Lbr 19850.00
Joseph Marty Scott Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
Kwik Stop Fuel 254.96
L L Johnson Distributing Co. Sup 502.41
L-Tron Sup 818.40
LARM Ins 115606.00
Loyal American Life Insurance Co Ins 1453.27
M.E.A.N. Elec 90696.28, Elec 109815.43
Medicare Premium Collection Center Ins 329.80
Mike's Screenprinting & Awards Inc. Sup 112.25
Life First Learning $1,400.00 Training
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.

20. The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on October 10, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.
21.  The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart.
YEAS: Hart, Adams, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Sinner.


The meeting was then adjourned at 7:04 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
